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This textbook aims to equip teachers to enhance Georgian language proficiency among forcibly dis-
placed and stateless children, improving their access to quality education. Learning the host language
is crucial for any refugee child in Georgia, as elsewhere. It fosters a sense of belonging, reducing
feelings of isolation and cultural barriers, and with better academic performance, this in turn can open
up professional and educational opportunities.

Globally, UNHCR works with governments, NGOs and communities to create inclusive education sys-
tems that cater to the specific needs of refugees. This is done both at a policy level and at a practical
level, through the strategic use of resources and training to catalyse change. UNHCR’s Refugee Ed-
ucation Strategy 2030 promotes the equitable and sustainable inclusion of refugees, asylum-seekers
and stateless children into the national systems, which is in line with the Education Strategy of Georgia
for 2022-2032, with its focus on equality, inclusion and diversity. To translate these strategies into con-
crete actions, UNHCR found an invaluable partner in the Teachers Professional Development Center
(TPDC). Through various assessments and individual meetings with children and their parents it be-
came evident that while refugee children have full access to education, the challenge lay in ensuring
the meaningful participation of refugee children in the learning process, and in general, in school life.

We were fortunate enough to be joined by allies and partners who were equally enthusiastic about
addressing the issue, which resulted in the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the
TPDC, UNHCR, World Vision and the Gudavadze-Patarkatsishvili Foundation (GPF) for the imple-
mentation of the project “Supporting the inclusion of refugee students residing in Georgia in State
Language Education”. This textbook is one of the outcomes of this collaboration, designed to support
children in improving their proficiency in the Georgian language. The hope is that this will contribute
towards the smooth integration of refugee children into society, equipping them with the language
skills needed for sustained educational advancement.

UNHCR would like to extend its deepest gratitude to TPDC, World Vision and GPF for their commit-
ment and contribution to this very important work. It was a pleasure to have had these organizations as
partners in this journey to empower refugee children and communities through quality education. We
strongly believe that all refugee school children, and more broadly, foreign school children, will benefit
from the newly developed language education methodology. We hope for its sustainability and look
forward to seeing its positive impact.

UNHCR
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